Anaesthesia and Intensive Care in 2015: maintaining our mission
The mission of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (AIC) is to be an 'educational journal for those associated with anaesthesia, intensive care medicine, and pain medicine, and a means by which individuals may inform their colleagues of their research and experience'. The Editorial Board regularly reviews how this is best achieved, in relation to both production and policy. This editorial note briefly outlines the changes introduced for 2015, which are designed to achieve our mission in the most up-to-date way possible. Our current editorial policies are also briefly summarised.
The new-look print version
As we hope you will have already seen, the first print issue for 2015 incorporates a new look. The last major change to the print production of the journal was in 2008 when the cover was updated to incorporate the AIC logo. The redesign, more extensive than those in the past, reflects current academic journal styles and brings the Journal more in line with other international anaesthetic journals. The new look is cleaner, and importantly, more compatible with online formats. It is no coincidence that the new-look Journal and the AIC app have been launched in tandem. The new design has many features that allow better on-screen reading on all devices.
The cover retains the identity of the Journal, with a larger scope of images to support the broader range of topics in our historical cover notes, which we proudly continue. Inside, there are slimmer lines, shaded tables, a new font, different paragraph styling and better use of space on the page. These changes have been made with aesthetics and practicality in mind and to support our new app in practice.
Some things have remained unchanged, including the dimensions of the journal, the traditional AIC green, the historical cover notes and, for the most part, the layout within the Journal.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care app
The AIC app has been in development throughout 2014.
Early last year, the Editorial Board agreed to support an app version of the Journal, as a service to members and subscribers, and to bring the publication into line with the publishing practices of other major anaesthetic journals. We recognised the importance of providing a journal in the most user-friendly, accessible way possible, reflecting advancing technology and what is becoming the publication industry norm in formatting. The app provides a practical online option for members and subscribers who prefer to read the Journal on their tablets and smartphones (an ever-increasing demographic) and will also facilitate online-first publishing for all members and subscribers. The earlier availability might otherwise have been missed with the current purely online version, which was last updated in 2010. The app improves the portability and accessibility of the Journal, ensures that it remains competitively viable in the anaesthetic publishing arena and enables AIC to join the ranks of many other international journals that provide app versions.
Considerable work was undertaken to ensure that the app is user-friendly, easy to navigate and practical for devices of all sizes. We decided that the homepage would display current and previous issues for easy, simple access; and that users could choose to read individual articles in either HTML or PDF format or to read the entire issue in PDF format. There is a facility to 'star' or 'favourite' specific articles to return to later and the search function matches the online predecessor, enabling filtering of articles by key words and authors. Planned improvements to the current online search facility will be available when completed as updates to the app.
One of the great advantages of the new app is that it is push notification supported, so that the AIC team can alert users as soon as a new issue of the Journal is available online. This means online-first access, ahead of the print version, and regular updates to ensure members and subscribers are accessing the most up-to-date articles. The app is free for members of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, the New Zealand Society of Anaesthetists and the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society. Individual subscribers now also have the option of an app-only subscription, which is available at a substantially reduced cost compared to the print version (introductory rate for 2015 is AUD$225+GST).
Editorial policies
Our editorial policies reflect our mission. In order to be suitable for publication in AIC, papers or correspondence must have scientific merit and educational value for clinicians or researchers associated with anaesthesia, intensive care medicine or pain medicine. The educational value must apply to a wide range of readers internationally and must not be limited to a particular region or country, with the exception of Australia and New Zealand. This exception is because AIC is the journal of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, the New Zealand Society of Anaesthetists and the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society and we have a responsibility to publish work that may be of interest to members of these societies, even if the implications of the work apply mostly to this region. Nevertheless, the scientific merit required is the same for all submissions, and is judged solely on the novelty of the work, the validity of the methodology and the soundness of the interpretation of the findings. Our policies also specify that suitable papers must have sufficient clinical relevance to be of interest to practising clinicians or clinical researchers.
The Editorial Board recognises that some of our current editorial policies may not necessarily promote an increase in impact factor. We feel that it is within our mission to continue to publish articles that may not necessarily be cited within two years of publication (the window for influencing the impact factor) despite being novel, valid and of clinical interest to our readers. Such articles include selected case reports, audits and surveys, which we feel add value to the Journal, along with the more highly cited clinical trial and review articles. Nevertheless, our impact factor has been slowly climbing, increasing from 0.8 in 2008 to 1.48 in 2013.
Our Editorial Board would like to emphasise that AIC values all submissions and appreciates the expertise, time and good work contributed by all authors. Our editorial decisions are based solely on our editorial policies and the feedback we receive from our valued expert reviewers. Detailed information on our editorial policies is available under the 'Authors' section of the AIC website-www.aaic.net.au.
The Editorial Board and Production Team of AIC hope that all our current readers will enjoy the new-look Journal and take advantage of the new app, and that new readers and subscribers will be encouraged. All feedback is welcome and appreciated through the AIC office at aic@asa.org.au N.M. Gibbs L. Weber S. Brown N. Morgan North Sydney, New South Wales
